Brief comment text:

Dear Federal Communications Commission,
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposal by NextNav Inc. to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band. This proposal, if implemented, would have severe negative impacts on amateur radio operators, open-source projects like Meshtastic, and the broader community that relies on this unlicensed spectrum for innovation and communication.
Importance of the 900 MHz Band
The 900 MHz band is a critical resource for a wide range of applications, including:

Amateur radio operations
Open-source communication projects like Meshtastic
Industrial, scientific, and medical (ISM) applications
Various consumer devices (e.g., garage door openers, baby monitors)

This band's importance lies in its ability to support long-range, low-power communications, which are essential for many innovative and community-driven projects.
Concerns with NextNav's Proposal

Interference with Existing Technologies: The proposed 5-MHz uplink (902-907 MHz) and 10-MHz downlink (918-928 MHz) would likely cause significant interference with existing unlicensed, low-power devices operating in these frequencies. This could severely degrade the performance of networks like Meshtastic, especially in rural and underserved areas.
Stifling Innovation: By potentially restricting access to this unlicensed spectrum, the proposal risks hampering innovation in the open-source community. Projects like Meshtastic thrive on the ability to experiment and develop new technologies in this space.
Public Safety Implications: Decentralized communication networks often serve as critical lifelines in emergency situations, particularly in areas where traditional infrastructure is unavailable or has failed. Limiting access to the spectrum these networks depend on could weaken community resilience and public safety.
Equity and Accessibility: The unlicensed spectrum democratizes communication, allowing small-scale operators, hobbyists, and underserved communities to build and maintain their own networks affordably. NextNav's proposal could create barriers to entry and exacerbate the digital divide.

Impact on Meshtastic
Meshtastic, an open-source, decentralized communication platform, relies heavily on the 900 MHz ISM band. This project enables long-distance communication without centralized infrastructure, which is invaluable in remote areas and during emergencies. The proposed changes could:

Disrupt the range and performance of Meshtastic devices
Potentially cripple the network entirely
Interfere with other LoRaWAN devices operating in this band

Request for Action
I urge the FCC to:

Reject NextNav's proposal in its current form
Preserve unlicensed access to the 902-928 MHz band
Consider the needs of amateur radio operators, open-source projects, and communities relying on this spectrum
Seek a balanced approach that protects innovation, community resilience, and public safety

In conclusion, the 900 MHz band is a vital public resource that fosters innovation, supports public safety, and enables community-driven communication solutions. Any changes to its allocation should be carefully considered to ensure they do not disproportionately impact the diverse ecosystem of users and innovators who rely on this spectrum.
Thank you for your consideration of these important issues.
Sincerely,
Cedric James Mercer
[New Hampshire]
